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Professor José Carlos Moreira da Silva Filho obtained his law degree from the Universidade de Brasília in 1993, an 
LLM from the Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina in 1996 and an S.J.D. from Universidade Federal do Paraná 
in 2002.  He is an Associate Professor of Faculty of Law and of Post-Graduate Program of Criminal Sciences at the 
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio Grande do Sul – PUCRS. His work focuses on legal philosophy and human rights 
in the context of transitional justice, state crimes and global criminology.  He served as Vice-President of the Brazil’s 
Amnesty Commission and as a Commissioner from 2007-2016. 
Brazil’s Amnesty Commission handled claims for economic and moral compensation for victims during Brazil’s Dirty 
War, which ended in 1985. The Commission travelled throughout all Brazilian states conducting trials in public places 
and educational spaces such as universities, schools, Municipalities, Assemblies, among others. The Commission was 
also involved in other projects to foster political memory, such as the construction of the Memorial of Amnesty’s Policy 
in Belo Horizonte-MG, the promotion of academic events, and publications. The Commission provided a space in which 
to enact in Brazil the idea of Amnesty without amnesia. In this process victims took center stage, and memory became 
the main directive of the Commission’s activities. 
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In comparison to the other countries in Latin America that suffered under civilian-military national security dictatorships in the second 
half of the 20th century, Brazil presented two peculiarities that had an enormous influence on the characteristics of the democratic 
regime that began in 1988: its amnesty law was enacted while the authoritarian regime was still in power, and throughout the period 
of the dictatorship, it promoted a broad and intensive process of judicialization of the political repression. I believe these aspects 
will influence and interact in a notable way with the new coup d’état process that began in Brazil in 2016.  In the first section I analyze 
the ambiguity of the process of amnesty and re- democratization in Brazil. In the second section, I focus on the role of the judiciary, 
both in the judicialization of repression during the dictatorship and in the process of amnesty. In the third section, I provide a brief 
characterization of the institutional rupture that occurred in Brazil in 2016, and in conclusion, I identify the relationships between the 
processes mentioned. 
